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Dear Parents, 

 
This Shabbos we will read Parshas Vayigash. Chassidus explains that the tension between Yosef and  

Yehuda represents the tension between learning and action.  To be sure this tension represents a constant 
challenge in our avodas Hashem. It is difficult to focus and grow in two areas simultaneously.  Parents and 
educators walk a fine line between highlighting academic achievement and success, while encouraging,  

praising, and celebrating positive actions regardless of academics.   

 
Haamaseh hu haikar action is the main thing. As parents, It is our Zechus to help our children apply the  

values and teachings they learn at cheder into action.  Living like a Yid is something that permeates every 
part of our day from our openings words: modeh ani to our final statement of the day: Hamapil chevlei  

sheinah every gesture should be influenced and guided by what our children learn and the values we imbue 
to them.  

Yehuda’s approach to Yosef is a quest to draw our learning, thoughts and feelings into the world of action. 

 
A big thank you goes to all the mothers who helped out at the Hay Teves book fair yesterday!  Thank you 
Mrs. Devorah Klein for the weeks of preparation with organizing and coordinating the catalog and collecting 
the orders. Thank you Mrs. Chaya Gurkov for schlepping the sample books to and from the seforim store to 
cheder. Thank you Mrs. Weingarten for all the work she does in leading the PTA all year and thank you to 
Mrs. Michal Cohen, Mrs. Gaerman, Mrs. Litvak, Mrs. Lakein, and Mrs. Fraida Solomon for volunteering at 
the book fair!  The Book Fair was organized and the Sefarim well chosen and our Talmidim responded beauti-
fully. (see pictures inside). 

 
We are happy to announce Sender Setton as the winner of the Hay Teves bookfair Raffle!  

 
Thank you to the many Parents who send in pictures of their dear kinderlach presenting antique Tanyas. I 
look forward to announcing the winners of the competition on Sunday IYH. 

 
Wishing you a Good Shabbos, 

 
Rabbi Kaplan 
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Dear Parents שיחיו,  
 
Welcome back! 
 
The Rebbe’s cry “Tut alts vos ihr kent” “Do everything you can” reverberates this year more than any 
year since 5751. Throughout this thirtieth year an incredible initiative to promote living with Moshiach 
awareness has made a marked shift in the lives of many chassidim. 
 
Chinuch is a tut alts vos ihr kent business. Parents and educators alike don’t spare any effort to find 
a new approach and apply a technique to reach a precious, hard-to-reach child.  As we confront the 
harsh reality of this day, thirty one years after the original sicha, we can and should stand with com-
mitment and honor and say, Rebbe we are doing all we can, we dedicate our days, lives and spaces 
in raising your chayolim.  May we be zoche to see the actualization of Mosiach in the world now 
 .ממש
 
It has been a pleasure to welcome the talmidim back to cheder. The entire Cheder came in re-
freshed and excited to learn.  Many grades take a large step forward after Pesach by starting a new 
subject. Whether a grade begins to identify Rashi letters, or are introduced to Gemoro for the first 
time, it should be noted that this is a zeman of new beginnings.  Please find out about the changes in 
your son’s class and help him transition into the new subject and skills. 
 
This week’s newsletter contains a section of some background ideas and processes that I would like 
to share with you. Please take a moment to read through these notes and feel free to share your 
comments and feedback with me.  
 
Reminder: This Shabbos is Shabbos mevarchim. 
 
Wishing you a good Shabbos, 
 
Rabbi Kaplan 
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A PEEK AT OUR WEEK 
BH, it has been a busy and productive week in Third grade. We started the week 
with learning about compound words. We played a fun "scoot" activity where the 
boys had to go around the classroom and make up new compound words with 
words that were on the wall. In Math this week we spent time preparing and taking 
the NY State Math Tests. In our reading unit we  focused on idioms in a story. We 
discussed many different expressions and what they mean. We read a story and 
laughed together at the many  idioms the author used in the story. In our writing unit 
we began to compose paragraphs all about our Pesach vacation. We ended our 
week with current events, our favorite News on the Run! 

 
Class 4B was so excited to return to Cheder after the Pesach break.  We delved into 
Math on the very first day, and had the NYS Math tests as well!  We reviewed some 
basic concepts and (mostly) approached the test with equanimity.  In addition, the 
boys received their State Reports and they have been busy working on them during 
class and at home.  They are due iy"H on June 1st.  The icing on the cake was the 
excitement felt in the air when the boys who read the last ‘Peek at the Week' related 
to the class the news about our upcoming trip to the Challenger Space Center in Air-
mont on Monday May 9th be"H.  A permission slip was sent home and we are very 
excited about the trip.  We are looking for some volunteers who can help transport 
the boys (details are on the permission slip).  Mazel tov to Alexander Gaerman and 
family on the birth of a new baby brother over Pesach!  We are eagerly learning new 
things each and every day, even while having a "sefira" of our own...until the last day 
of school!  Have a guten Shabbos and guten gezunten Chodesh. 

 
Fifth grade had a great week BH. It was so nice to see all the students in Cheder af-
ter the Pesach Break.  At the beginning of the week we practiced some word prob-
lems in preparation for our state test. Then we took a two part math state test. We 
also completed unit 14 in our vocabulary books. The test will be next week IYH. The 
class read the story Black Stallion in which we see that every good deed gets its re-
ward. Have a great Shabbos. 
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Menachem Bongart, Menachem Morgenstern, Meir Orenstein, 

Binyamin Solomon, Levi Labkowski, Mendel Sirota, Shimon 

Levertov, Menachem Mendel Lustig, Barach Lavon 

May you have a Shnas Hatzlochah! 

Mazal Tov to the Gaerman family on the birth 

and bris of a baby boy! 

Happy Birthday 



O
U

R
 C

HI
LD

RE
N’

S 
V

O
IC

E  

ד“בס  



O
U

R
 CHILDREN’S V

O
IC

E 

ד“בס  



O
U

R
 C

HI
LD

RE
N’

S 
V

O
IC

E  

ד“בס  



O
U

R
 CHILDREN’S V

O
IC

E 

ד“בס  



O
U

R
 C

HI
LD

RE
N’

S 
V

O
IC

E  

ד“בס  



O
U

R
 CHILDREN’S V

O
IC

E 

ד“בס  



O
U

R
 C

HI
LD

RE
N’

S 
V

O
IC

E  

ד“בס  

 

Good communication between School and the Parent Body is the goal of every School Administration.  

Communicating about dates in the distant future or about emergency changes that happening on short 

notice involves risk-taking and may contain mistakes.  

 No one wants to share erroneous communication giving an impression of disorganization or lack of pro-

fessionalism.  This fear leads some administrators to play it safe and communicate less, avoiding mis-

takes on a public platform.  

The Boy’s Cheder believes in increased communication regarding more and more areas of Cheder.  We 

work hard to avoid mistakes and are careful not to be trigger-happy in our communication.  Yet, mis-

takes do happen and we consider the benefit as one that outweighs the risk.   

We hope that you appreciate our efforts in more frequent communication: curriculum updates, grade-

wide assessments, background information and the values that impact our planning.  We ask that you 

are patient with our communication and we appreciate helpful corrections to our occasional mistakes. 

We welcome your communication as well and ask that you don’t hesitate and feel  free to share your 

ideas, concerns, thoughts and impressions with us.  This will give us the opportunity to build a stronger 

Cheder.   

NON-CHEDER  

Projects in which the Cheder has little to no input and is brought to Cheder due to the strong de-

mand.  The Cheder may not agree with every aspect and it may not be the right thing for some stu-

dents.  

Examples: Chidon, Kol HaTorah Kula, Mivtzah Tank Parade, TH Rallies, Chanuka Parade and Ovos 

Ubonim.  

CHEDER INTIATED  

Projects which are designed, created, led and re-

warded by Cheder.  

Examples: Gemoro shaklya vetarya baal peh,  Tanya 

baal peh, buying seforim Hey Teves, Zayin Cheshvan 

Ahavas Yisroel Project, Old seforim or kuntreisim 

and Yavneh vechachomeiah.  

COLLABORATIONS  

Projects which an opportunity provided to 

Cheder as  collaboration.  We strongly sup-

port the project and have some input.   

Examples: PTA programs, Shoneh Halo-

chos, Tzivos Hashem, Mishnah beyodi and 

Connection Point.  


